4

Golf Idaho

The J68-jand par-4 Meh hode af Hfnetail Club

WHITETAIL GOLF CLUB

Arms wide open for one of America’s Top 100

by Chirs Wvood

Whitetail Golf Club is inwiting the golf world
inside its formerly exclusive grounds, and the view
from insicke the MoCall course is surpeising.

Fram the outside, Whitetal appears to be typacal
mountain golf: tree-lined ribbans of fairway with lots
of hilly lies and usually plenty of time spant looking for
wour golf ball,

The reality is much different

has some nanmow spods, bul it alsg has
plenty of wide-open spaces with holes winding
through water features and offening sweeping
wiews of the surrcunding mountains. The design
By architect Aoger Packand, with consultation from
major champion Andy North, defies the wswal golf
courte labels. One label it did earm was a “Top 100
Best Course in America” distinction by Golfweek
magazine for 2009,

I think we have our own unigue design,” PGA
Head Professional Todd Bindner said. 1 thank it was
done with the idea that we didn't want 1o be labeled
as a centain type of golf course”

The first three holes are through foeest, but
the Course openg up with the par-5 4th hole, a
wnigue design that has two greens. The kaout then
alternates between the forest of Ponderosa pine, open
meacows and water featunes,

The course definitely ghves yvou a feel for what

McCall itself is really Bee.” Bindner said. "Everyone
focuses on Payette Lake and the mountains, but we
also have bots of open space”

Like the course itsef, Whitetail is embracing a
mixture of private and public access, The coursa will
remain primanly ior members, but new owners Rich
Homnaechea and Jop Scott ane pushing stay-and-play
packages through their dual ownership of adjacent
Shore Lodge,

"Mermberdhip is still Mo, 1in our plans, but
attracting quests is definitely ho. 27 Bindner said,
“Wie'te not going to go public, but we're definitely
mede receptive to getting more pecple up here 1o
play Whitetail and see what it's all abowt”

What golfers will find is a course that not only
offiers vanety in its design but one that requires a
variety of golf shots. Maost holes reward woeking the
ball, but no one direction is favored.

You need 1o be able 1o move the ballin both
directions,” Bindner said. I1's such a fun course to
play. It's one of those courses where it's difficult to
shoot low numbers unless you really get comfortable
with the greens.”

Whetetall isn't going 1o pummiel players of
lesser skifls, however, There are some spots 10 avoid,
but players also have an opporienity 10 reCover
from trouble.

Call 2086300221 oo visit WhitetailCubacom,

s oy e Ty

MCCALL AREA UPDATES
G MOUNTAIN

With Osprey Meadows at Tamarack
Resort closed, dally rounds were up for the
early season at Jug Mountiin despite wetter
than normal conditions.

“We've had a number of Tamarack
players, which hat been wery positive,”
sald Glen Ricker, PGA Professional at Jug
Mountakn, “They are very good Customers.”

‘While Tamarack's legal troubles may
b¢ & boon Ingug Mountain and other
courses in the McCall area in the short berm,
Jug Mourntain owner David Carey believes
everyone benefits when all the properties are
dning wiell,

Jug Mountain has matured bo the
polnt whene mast of the activity taking
place is cosmetic. The new restaurant is fully
gperational in the cdubhouse, and the courde 15
entering year two of having its ariginal routing
in place.

“We're putting the inishing touches on
everything, which is nice,” Carey said. “We're
taking care of the things that bring people to
McCall inm the first plage.®

MEADOWCREEK
Names very familiar to the Idaho
golf scene have assumed operations at
Meadowereek Resort nedr New Mesdowi.
Jerry and Susan Breaux are managing golf
operations, and Clint Travis is taking care of
the grounds. This is the same team that runs
acclaimed BanBury Golf Clubin E agle,
They've created Raven Golf Services,
LLE, to lease Meadowcreek from Carey McNeal
and may look at eperating other golf courses.
The main building that housed the
Meadoworeek pro shop and restaurant
has been closed for this season. The gaolf
operation has been moved to a much smaller
building near the pool, Course improve ments
are beginning to take shape, and the team
has brought some of its successful strategles
at BanBury to golf offerings. Meadowereek
now has a family golf association. Parents and
children pay 56 green fees on weeknights if
they join and then play together.
Meadowcereek alio has a new web
site with a new domain name: www,
meadoworeekgolfcourse.net.

Do you know what your gulfers think of you?
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Find out what your golfers think of your course,
your operation, pro shop, food service and overall
satisfaction. GMA can provide an inexpensive golfer
survey resulting in valuable information to help
improve and retain your golfers.

For a free consultation contact Don Morgan at:
don@gmaresearch.com

4254608800

www.gmaresearch.com
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